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THE ICE MOUNTAIX AXD CLEAE LAKE.

The pilgrim goes on to relate that

going north-west from Poh-lu-ka above 300 li passing along (or
crossing) a stony desert he came to the Ling-shan (Ice Moun-
tain) This was the north beginning of the Ts'ung-Ling and
most of the streams from it flowed east The gorges of the
mountain accumulated snow and retained their coldness spring
and summer, and although there was the periodical melting the
freezing set in immediately, the path was dangerous, cold winds
blew fiercely. There were many troubles from savage dragons
who molested travellers. those going by this road could not wear
red clothes or carry calabashes or make a loud noise; a slight
provocation caused immediate disaster; fierce winds burst forth
and there were flying sand and showers of stones, those who
encountered these died, life could not be saved. A journey of
over 400 li brought the pilgrim to a great clear lake above
1000 li in circuit, longer from east to west than from north to
south. The lake had hills on all sides and was the meeting-place
for various streams; its waters were of a deep azure hue and
had a sharp brackish taste; it was a vast expanse with tumul-
tuous billows. Fish and dragons lived in it pell-mell, and super-
natural prodigies appeared in it occasionally. So travellers
prayed for good luck, and although fish abounded no one would
venture to catch them.

From the Life we learn that Yuan-chuang was seven
days in crossing the Ice Mountain, and from the Fang-
chih we learn that he travelled in a western direction
across it. The term which he uses for the Ice Mountain
is IAng-shan Qjz [![), ling being the classical word for
"ice". The modern Chinese name is Ping-shan with the
same meaning, the Turkish designation being Musur-dabghan.
According to the Life the mountain was high as the
heavens and covered with eternal snow, and the Pass was
extremely difficult and hazardous on account of its blocks
of ice and masses of rock. Our pilgrim's Ling-shan re-
garded as a Pass has been identified with the present
Muzart or Ice-Pass, and there is much in favour of this
identification although there are also difficulties in the
way of its acceptance. Thus our pilgrim says he went,
north-west from the Kum or Eharayurgun district, but